
 

To all members, attenders, and friends of Newtown Road, 

 

I have an important announcement to share with you.  I’ve requested of the elders a short 

season of sabbatical rest and the elder team has graciously granted that request, allowing for 

me to be released from my normal pastoral duties for a time to focus on renewal.   

 

The goal for this season is spiritual and personal renewal.  It is important for me and our Team 

that you know this is not crisis management, not solely for the purpose of educational or 

professional development, nor is it disciplinary in purpose.  It is for the simple goal of renewal. 

In the Scriptures a Sabbath rest is commanded in order to cease from our labors and rest in the 

complete and perfect work of God. Even the ground was to enjoy periods of rest from time to 

time - as a statement of trust in God’s ability to provide in subsequent seasons.   

   

When?  I will be away from all Newtown Road responsibilities from 8/19/19 – 9/19/19.  I will 

return to preaching responsibilities on 9/22, but will not be fully engaged in my normal 

responsibilities again until 10/20. 

  

What does this mean for you?  During the time of my sabbatical, we have a plan to handle the 

responsibilities that I normally carry.  Our Elders will make themselves available for the pastoral 

needs - teaching and counseling, emergency visits, etc.  We want to make sure that we don’t 

miss out on opportunities to minister to our church family. If something arises that needs the 

care of our Pastors and Elders or that would typically be directed to me, you can call the church 

office (518) 664-8658 or email Mandi@newtownroad.org and our staff will work to connect you 

with someone to help.  

 

On a personal note, I am incredibly thankful for our Elder Team and the efforts they have made 

and continue to make in order to care for me and our staff and our families.  It is a great 

blessing to be surrounded and supported by a group of men that care so deeply for us.   

 

Please be in prayer for me and our church during this time – for renewal in my spirit, for clarity 

of direction, and for a great move of God in our congregation.   

 

If you have any other questions, feel free to talk with our Elder Team.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

Pastor Matt 


